THE BIRDS, 474-487

She laid out his body with dutiful care,

but a giave she could nowheie piovide ;
Foi the Earth was not yet in existence , at last,

by uigent necessity led,

When the fifth dayamved,thepooi creature contuved
to buiy hei sire in hei head.
EU. So the sire of the lark, give me leave to remark,

on the crest of a headland a lies dead
PEI If therefoie, by birth, ye are older than Earth,

if befoie all the Gods ye existed,
By the light of the fiistborn the sceptre is youis ;

your claim cannot well be resisted.
EU   I advise you to nouiish and stiengthen your beak,

and to keep it in turn for a stroke.
Zeus won't in a hurry the sceptic restoie

to the woodpeckei 6 tapping the oak.
PEI In times prehistouc 'tis easily piovcd,

by evidence weighty and ample,
That Buds, and not Gods, were the Rulers of men,

and the Loids of the world ; for example,
Time was that the Persians weie ruled by the Cock,

a King autociatic, alone ,
The sceptre he wielded 01 ever the names

" Megabazus," " Daiius " were known ;
And the " Persian "c he still by the people is called
from the Empire that once was Ins own.
EU   And thus, to this hour, the symbol of powei

on his head you can always detect:
Like the Soveieign of Persia, alone of the Birds,

he stalks with tiaiad erect

the woodpecker in attacking the oak might seem to be attacking
Zeus himself"   R

"10 Hcpa-iicfa Spva, of 707.

* The oidmary Persian headdress, the king wore his eiect.
Heiod v. 49, Xen. Anab. u 5 23
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